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Montana 

Newborn Genetic Testing & Surveillance System 

State Statute/ 

Rule 
Language Specific to Genetic Testing and 

Surveillance System 
Exemption 

Language 
Research 

Authority 

Consent 

Required? 
Dissent 

Allowed? 

MT STATUTE: 

M.C.A 

Title 50 

 

RULE: 

A.R.M. 

37.57.301 

to 321 

50-19-203. Newborn screening and follow-up for 

metabolic and genetic disorders. (1) A person in charge 

of a facility in which a child is born or a facility in which 

a newborn is provided care or a person responsible for 

the registration of the birth of a newborn shall ensure that 

each newborn is administered tests designed to detect 

inborn metabolic and genetic disorders as required under 

rules adopted by the department.  (2) The tests must be 

done by an approved laboratory. An approved laboratory 

must be the laboratory of the department or a laboratory 

approved by the department. (3) The department shall 

contract with one or more providers qualified to provide 

follow-up services, including counseling and education, 

for children and parents of children identified with 

metabolic or genetic disorders to ensure the availability 

of follow-up services.   

 

 

 

 

 

NONE FOUND 

“There is no 

provision in the 

A.R.M. that 

allow parents to 

refuse 

mandatory 

newborn 

screening. In 

statute (M.C.A. 

Title 50 Chapter 

19), “A person 

in charge of a 

facility wherein 

a child is born 

or wherein a 

newborn infant 

is cared for or a 

person 

responsible for 

the registration 

of birth of an 

infant shall 

NOT 

FOUND 

NO NO 
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50-19-211. Statewide genetics program established. 
(1) A combined, comprehensive statewide genetics 

program is established in the department… 

FROM: “State Title V Block Grant Narrative, State: 

Montana. Application Year: 2009,” 

(https://perfdata.hrsa.gov/mchb/mchreports/documents/2

009/Narratives/MT-Narratives.htm): 

“Hearing and mandated genetic screening also occur for 

the majority of Montana's children, regardless of whether 

they are Medicaid enrollees or not. Efforts to increase the 

percent of infants screened are ongoing through the 

development of new partnerships, support of current 

relationships and exploration of new legislation or 

guidelines to support screenings…” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ensure each 

infant is 

administered 

tests designed 

to detect inborn 

metabolic errors 

as shall be 

required to be 

administered 

under rules 

adopted by the 

department.”  

FROM: 

“Montana Dept. 

of Public Health 

and Human 

Services 

“Newborn 

Screening 

Guide to Test 

Collection” 
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“Montana's "heel-stick" newborn screening follow up has 

been housed in the FCHB since 1995 and is a part of the 

MCHDM section. Follow up efforts continue to be a 

partnership between medical providers and hospitals, the 

public health laboratory, parents, the FCHB and the 

CSHCN program. Montana presently screens for four 

department-required blood tests for PKU, galactosemia, 

congenital hypothyroidism, and hemoglobinopathies. 

Interest in adding additional tests has been expressed by 

the medical community, but in light of fiscal constraints 

and resistance to increases in existing lab charges, no 

additional lab screenings have been mandated in the last 

few years. Montana is monitoring national efforts to 

recommend additional screening tests in the future. At 

present, our state lab, which conducts newborn screening 

for the state, lacks mass spectrometry equipment, which 

will be necessary for inclusion of some of the additional 

tests. The lab presently works with out of state labs to 

facilitate provider requests for additional testing.”  

 


