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Oregon 

Birth Defects Surveillance System 

State Statute/

Rule 

Language Specific to Surveillance System Data Sharing Research 

Authority 

Consent 

Required? 

Dissent 

Allowed? 

OR NONE 

FOUND 

“Birth Defect Registry: Oregon is one of five 

states without a registry used to identify birth 

defects and provide data in prevention 

strategies.” (Department of Human Services, 

2009 – 11 Policy Option Packages, 7-07-08) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Oregon Genetics Program 

uses multiple data sources and 

surveys to gather information 

about family history, healthcare 

provider practices, genomics, 

genetics, and chronic disease. By 

collecting and analyzing 

population-based data, our 

program can monitor health 

trends and use the data for 

program improvement and 

evaluation.” – Oregon Genetics 

Data and Surveillance, 

http://public.health.oregon.gov/d

iseasesconditions/geneticconditi

ons/pages/surveillance.aspx, 

accessed August 17, 2012. 
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“Establishing a Congenital Defect and 

Birth Abnormality Registration System   
The March of Dimes is supporting the 

establishment of a birth defects registry in 

Oregon. Senate Bill 873 was introduced to 

establish a congenital defect and birth 

abnormality registration system that would 

allow the Department of Human Services to 

collect and share information from the 

registry for certain purposes while ensuring 

the privacy of individuals. One use would be 

for DHS studies about causes of congenital 

defects, birth abnormalities, and poor 

pregnancy outcomes. The Oregon 

Legislative Fiscal Office has suggested this 

measure be referred for evaluation of 

budgetary impacts on the State and DHS 

budgets. Oregon EPHT is watching this bill 

with interest as Birth Defects are one of the 

core public health datasets identified by the 

CDC for the EPHT Network.  

(Environmental Public Health Tracking in 

Oregon, Issue 4, Spring 2007) 
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Lorena Barck, Ph.D., J.D., Program 

Manager, Oregon Department of Human 

Services, Environmental and Occupational 

Epidemiology, Environmental Public Health 

Tracking: We don’t have a birth defects 

registry in Oregon, and one of the arguments 

that people have against it is that we have 

such small numbers of individual types of 

birth defects that it wouldn’t do much good 

in terms of tracking for causes and other 

kinds of things. I’m wondering, if people 

classically think of birth defects registry as 

what shows up at birth, maybe what we can 

do is try to promote a registry that goes 

farther in years, so that the structural defects 

show up later and the functional defects 

show up later.” – Forum Question, Birth 

Defects and Environmental Contaminants, 

June 30, 2004 

 


