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Rhode Island 

Cancer Surveillance System 

State Statute/Rule Language Specific to 

Surveillance System 
Data Sharing Research Authority Consent 

Required? 
RI STATUTE: 

RGL  

Title 23 

Chapter 23-

12 

 

RGL Title 5, 

Chapter 5-37 

 

RULE: 

R-23-12-CA 

23-12-4 Central 

cancer registry – 

Reports. – (a) The state 

director of health may 

enter into a contract 

with a non-profit 

organization to 

establish a registry to 

record certain cases of 

malignant disease that 

occur in residents of the 

state, and any 

appropriate information 

concerning these cases 

that it shall deem 

necessary and 

appropriate in order to 

conduct epidemiologic 

surveys of cancer and 

to apply appropriate 

preventive and control 

measures. 

 

Section 2.0 Administration of the 

Rhode Island Cancer Registry. 2.1 

All new cases of malignant disease 

as defined in section 1.5 (above) 

diagnosed on and after 1 October 

1986 in Rhode Island and all new 

cases of benign neoplasm of the 

brain or central nervous system as 

defined in section 1.2 (above) 

diagnosed on and after January 1, 

1998 shall be reportable in 

accordance with the statutory and 

regulatory provision herein. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 6.0 Confidentiality. 
6.1 The Rhode Island Cancer 

Registry shall maintain 

comprehensive records of all 

reports of cases of malignant 

disease or benign neoplasm 

of the brain or central 

nervous system submitted 

pursuant to the provisions of 

the Acts and the rules and 

regulations herein. Such 

reports shall be confidential 

in accordance with Chapter 

5-37.3 of the General Laws 

of Rhode Island, as amended, 

and subject to the restrictions 

on release incorporated 

therein. [see below] 

 

 

 

 

NO 
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(b) The state director of 

health shall require the 

reporting of certain 

cases of malignant 

disease and the 

submission of any 

specified additional 

information on reported 

cases or control 

populations that he or 

she deems necessary 

and appropriate for the 

recognition, prevention, 

or control of certain 

cases of malignant 

diseases. 

(c) The central cancer 

registry shall maintain 

comprehensive records 

of all reports submitted 

pursuant to this section. 

These reports shall be 

confidential in 

accordance with 

chapter 37.3 of title 5 

and subject to the 

restrictions on release 

incorporated in that 

chapter. 

                                   

Section 2.2 Pursuant to section 23-

12-4 of the Acts, the Director may 

enter into a contract with a non-

profit organization to be responsible 

to the Rhode Island Cancer Registry 

for the Collection and recording of 

all new cases of malignant disease or 

benign neoplasm of the brain or 

central nervous system diagnosed in 

health care facilities and/or by health 

care providers in Rhode Island. 

 

Section 3.2.2 Such data and 

information shall be abstracted from 

medical charts and other sources of 

patient information by personnel 

possessing, at a minimum, a basic 

working knowledge of medical 

terminology, human anatomy, and 

physiology… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Section 7.0 Ownership and 

Publication of Data. 7.1 All 

individual records and 

aggregate data relating to the 

Rhode Island Cancer 

Registry are the property of 

the Rhode Island Department 

of Health. The use of 

confidential records and 

aggregate data by any person 

shall be subject to the 

approval of the Director in 

accordance with applicable 

federal and state law, rules 

and regulations regarding 

confidentiality and public 

access to data.  

 

§ 5-37.3-1 Short Title 
This chapter may be cited as 

the “Confidentiality of Health 

Care Information Act.” 
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(d) The state director of 

health shall conduct 

those activities to 

prevent and control 

cancer among the 

residents of the state 

that he or she shall 

deem necessary and 

appropriate and as are 

indicated from the 

findings of the central 

cancer registry. 

(e) Nothing in this 

section shall be 

construed to compel 

any individual to 

submit to medical or 

department examination 

or supervision. 

(f) The department shall 

make rules and 

regulations that are 

necessary to implement 

the provisions of this 

section pursuant to 

chapter 35 of title 42. 

 

5.1 To ensure the accuracy of the 

data and the completeness of 

reporting, the Registrar is authorized 

to review periodically patients’ 

medical records and all other sources 

of patient information, including but 

not limited to, pathology reports or 

logs, cytology reports or logs, 

disease indexes, operating room 

logs, or radiation therapy logs, as 

may be necessary to substantiate the 

accuracy of the data and the 

completeness of reporting. 

 

Section 6.1.1 The mutual exchange 

of cancer related data with 

neighboring states pursuant to 

reciprocal contracts for said purpose 

shall also be subject to the 

aforementioned statutory provisions 

on confidentiality. 

§ 5-37.3-4—Limitations on 

and permitted disclosures. 

(a) Except as provided in 

subsection (b) of this section 

or as specifically provided by 

the law, a patient's 

confidential health care 

information shall not be 

released or transferred 

without the written consent of 

the patient or his or her 

authorized representative, on 

a consent form meeting the 

requirements of subsection 

(d) of this section. 

 

(b) No consent for release or 

transfer of confidential 

health care information 

shall be required in the 

following situations…  
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(3) To qualified personnel for 

the purpose of conducting 

scientific research, 

management audits, financial 

audits, program evaluations, 

actuarial, insurance 

underwriting, or similar 

studies; provided, that 

personnel shall not identify, 

directly or indirectly, any 

individual patient in any 

report of that research, audit, 

or evaluation, or otherwise 

disclose patient identities in 

any manner;…(18) To the 

central cancer registry… 
[emphasis added] 

 


