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Wyoming 

Newborn Genetic Testing & Surveillance System 

State Statute/ 

Rule 

Language Specific to Genetic Testing 

and Surveillance System 

Exemption Research 

Authority 

Consent 

Required? 

Dissent 

Allowed? 

WY STATUTE: 

W.S.A.  

Title 35, 

Chapter 1, 

Article 1 

 

W.S.A.  

Title 35, 

Chapter 4, 

Article 8  

 

RULE: 

W.C.R. 

6959, 

Chapter 1, 

Sections 1-

8 

35-4-801.  Screening required for 

detection of metabolic diseases and 

hearing defects in newborn children; 

conduct of screening; exceptions; fees. 

 

(a)  Every child born in the state of 

Wyoming, within three (3) to five (5) 

days for full term children and five (5) 

to eight (8) days for premature children 

following birth unless a different time 

period is medically indicated, shall be 

given medical examinations for 

detection of remedial inborn errors of 

metabolism major hearing defects and 

any other metabolic or genetic diseases 

pursuant to subsection (b) of this 

section. The screening shall be 

conducted in accordance with accepted 

medical practices and in the manner 

prescribed by the state department of 

health. 

  

 

35-4-801.  …(c) Inform

ed consent of parents 

shall be obtained and if 

any parent or guardian 

of a child objects to a 

mandatory examination 

the child is exempt 

from subsection (a) of 

this section… 

[emphasis added] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO LAW 

FOUND 

YES, but NO:  

WY law uses 

the word 

“consent” but 

also uses 

“objects to” 

which is 

“dissent.” 

Current DOH 

practice 

appears to be 

opt-out 

(dissent), not 

opt-in 

(consent). 

YES 
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(b) The specific tests to be done shall be 

determined by a committee consisting of 

the following:  

(i) The state health officer in the 

department of health;  

(ii) The president of the Wyoming state 

medical society;  

(iii) A member designated by the 

Wyoming state pediatric society;  

(iv) A member designated by the 

Wyoming obstetric/gynecological 

society.  

 

…(d)  Following consultation with the 

committee described in subsection (b) of 

this section, the department of health 

may provide by rule and regulation for 

the assessment of a fee, payable to the 

department, to cover the reasonable cost 

of the screenings required by this 

section. Fees collected pursuant to this 

subsection shall be deposited into a 

separate account and are continuously 

appropriated to the department of health 

for purposes of the newborn screening 

program required by this section. 

 

 

 

 

WCR 6959. Chapter 

1, Section 5: Consent 

for Screening. Consent 

for screening can be 

from natural parents, 

either custodial parent, 

a sole guardian, single 

parent having custody, 

prospective adoptive 

parents or parent of 

whom the child’s 

custody has been 

released. No test shall 

be performed until the 

written consent of the 

natural parents, the 

custodial parent, the 

guardian, or the 

adoptive parents is 

obtained. If any parent 

or guardian objects to 

the mandatory testing 

for a child, then the 

objection shall be in 

written form and the 

child exempt from such 

testing. [emphasis 

added] 

 

 



CCHF REPORT 2013: Patient Privacy and Public Trust 

How Health Surveillance Systems Are Undermining Both 

 

 

Copyright © Citizens’ Council for Health Freedom August 2013      3 
Updated August 2012. All state statutes and department rules originally accessed online July/Aug 2008.  

Statute/Rule data not inclusive. For comprehensive or updated language, access  

complete statute and rules online, at local library or through the state legislature.            www.cchfreedom.org 
  

WCR 6959, Chapter 1, Section 4. 

Definitions. …Specific genetic and 

metabolic tests to be done in Wyoming 

as by the committee designated in W.S. 

35-4-801, Section (b), are as 

follows:…(g) Any other genetic 

metabolic disease for which testing may 

hereinafter be required on the basis of 

action taken by the designated 

committee. [emphasis added] 

[DOH PRACTICE]: 
From “News from the 

Wyoming Department 

of Health” press 

release, June 30, 2006: 

 

“Under Wyoming law, 

newborns are initially 

screened between 24-

48 hours after birth 

unless parents sign a 

waiver opting out of 

the program.” 

[emphasis added] 

 

 

 

 

 


