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Can Organs Be Taken Without Your Consent? 
 
Know your rights regarding organ donation. As a recent lawsuit points out, family 
members cannot override a decision of donor. Each state’s Uniform Anatomical Gift 
Act may be a little different, but here’s the basic information. 
 
Donors use a registration list or their driver’s license to designate donation. Unless 
the donor retracts their donation in writing, the donation will proceed. Even if the 
donor changes his mind on his death bed, if it’s not in writing, the organs will likely 
be taken. 
 
In some states, if a dying patient has not refused the taking of their organs in writing 
or if the document refusing this taking cannot be found in time, their organs could be 
taken. HIPAA allows the hospital to call an organ procurement organization without 
the consent of the patient or the family. So put your wishes in writing now. 
 
“Nursing and Organ Donation: What You Need to Know,” https://bit.ly/3q8IDyK  
 
“Darlene Luther Revised Uniform Anatomical Gift Act” (Minn Stat. 525A.01 - 
525A.25) Minnesota Office of the Revisor, accessed June 15, 2021: 
https://bit.ly/2UhUChF  

(b) A donor's revocation of an anatomical gift of the donor's body or part under section 525A.06 is not a refusal and does not bar another person specified in 

section 525A.04 or 525A.09 from making an anatomical gift of the donor's body or part under section 525A.05 or 525A.10. (MN Stat. 525A.08) 

(b) If there is more than one member of a class listed in paragraph (a), clause (1), (3), (4), (5), (6), (7), or (9), entitled to make an anatomical gift, an 

anatomical gift may be made by a member of the class unless that member or a person to which the gift may pass under section 525A.11 knows of an 

objection by another member of the class. If an objection is known, the gift may be made only by a majority of the members of the class who are reasonably 

available. (MN Stat. 525A.09) 

(c) A revocation under paragraph (b) is effective only if, before an incision has been made to remove a part from the donor's body or before invasive 

procedures have begun to prepare the recipient, the procurement organization, transplant hospital, or physician or technician knows of the revocation. (MN 

Stat. 525A.10) 
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