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Required? 

DE STATUTE: 

Title 16, 

Chapter 32, 

§3201 to 

§3208 

 

RULE: 

D.A.C. 

4201 

§ 3201. Short title. This chapter 

may be cited as the Delaware 

Cancer Control Act. 

§ 3202. Purpose. The intent of the 

General Assembly is to require the 

establishment and maintenance of a 

cancer registry for the State. This 

responsibility is delegated to the 

Department of Health and Social 

Services, along with the authority to 

exercise certain powers to implement 

this requirement. To ensure an accurate 

and continuing source of data 

concerning cancer and certain specified 

tumors of a benign nature, the General 

Assembly by this chapter requires 

certain health care practitioners and all 

hospitals, clinical laboratories and 

cancer treatment centers within the 

State to make available to the 

Department of Health and Social 

§ 3204. Cancer Registry … (4) The 

establishment of a procedure to obtain 

follow-up information from those 

required to report occurrences of cancer 

and benign tumors pursuant to this 

chapter. Any follow-up information 

deemed necessary by the Department 

shall be submitted to the Department at 

least 1 time each year by those required 

to report occurrences of cancer and 

benign tumors.  

This chapter and any rules or 

regulations issued pursuant to this 

chapter shall not apply to any person 

or private institution that, as an 

exercise of religious freedom, treats the 

sick or suffering by spiritual means 

through prayer alone.  [emphasis 

added] 
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Services information contained in the 

medical records of patients who have 

cancer or tumors of a benign nature. It 

is intended that the product of these 

efforts will be a central data bank of 

accurate, precise and current 

information regarding the subject 

diseases.  

§ 3204. Cancer registry. The 

Department shall adopt, promulgate, 

amend and repeal any rules and 

regulations that are consistent with law 

relative to this chapter and necessary to 

achieve the purpose and requirements of 

this chapter. These rules and regulations 

shall include provisions for:  

(1) The establishment and maintenance 

of an up-to-date registry that shall 

document every occurrence of cancer 

and of benign tumor in this State; 

(2) The establishment of a procedure for 

reporting to the Department, within 180 

days of initial diagnosis or treatment, 

every occurrence of cancer and of 

benign tumor in this State. Such 

procedure shall include the reporting of 

specified information that the 

Department deems necessary and 

§ 3205. Confidentiality of reports. (a) 
Any report of an occurrence of cancer or 

benign tumor made pursuant to this 

chapter shall not be divulged nor made 

public in any way that might tend to 

disclose the identity of the person to 

whom it relates. However, patient-

identifying information may be 

exchanged among cancer control 

agencies as authorized by the 

Department and upon receipt by the 

Department of satisfactory assurances 

by those agencies of the preservation of 

the confidentiality of such information. 

(b) No individual or organization 

providing information to the Department 

in accordance with this chapter shall be 

deemed to be, or held liable for, 

divulging confidential information.  
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appropriate for the recognition, 

prevention, control or cure of cancer and 

benign tumors, and shall minimally 

include the reporting requirements of 

the National Cancer Data Base 

established by the American College of 

Surgeons, along with information 

regarding the patient's length of 

residency in Delaware, primary 

residential address in Delaware and the 

location and nature of the patient's 

primary past employment.  

4201. 5.0 Retention of Required 

Information  A health care provider 

who is treating a patient who has been 

diagnosed with cancer or a benign tumor 

shall ask that patient to fill out a form 

requesting disclosure of the address at 

which the patient has lived for the 

longest period of time in his or her life, 

the occupation at which the patient has 

worked for the longest period of time in 

his or her life, and the name and address 

of the employer at the occupation where 

the patient has worked for the longest 

period of time. The health care provider 

shall retain the form required by this 

Section with the patient’s medical 

records pursuant to generally accepted 

protocol for the retention of patient 

medical records. The health care 

provider shall include the information 

from the form required by this Section 

with information it submits pursuant to 

Section 3 of these regulations. The 

Department shall provide a form for use 

in complying with this Section. 

 


