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Georgia 

Cancer Surveillance System 

State Statute/ 

Rule 
Language Specific to 

Surveillance System 
Data Sharing Research Authority Consent 

Required? 

GA STATUTE:  

Title 31 

Chapter 2 

 

Title 31 

Chapter 15 

 

RULE:    

G.A.C 290-

5-3-.01 and 

.02 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31-15-2. Establishment of 

program 

The Department of Public Health 

shall establish a program for 

prevention, control, and treatment 

of cancer which shall include the 

care of cancer patients who require 

lifesaving therapy but are unable 

to pay for such services. 

 

31-15-5. Duties of Commissioner 

The commissioner, with the advice 

of the Cancer Advisory 

Committee, shall… (8) Support a 

state-wide registry of all patients 

treated in certified cancer clinics in 

order to evaluate the nature and 

extent of the incidence of cancer 

and the effectiveness of treatment. 

 

 

 

 

 

NONE FOUND 

 

“*Legal authority for the 

Georgia Department of 

Community Health to collect 

health information is provided 

in Chapter 12 of the Official 

Code of Georgia.  Official Code 

13-12-1 empowers the 

Department to "....conduct 

studies, research, and training 

appropriate to the prevention of 

diseases...".  Official Code 31-

12-2 allows the Department to 

declare certain diseases and 

injuries to be reported in a 

manner and at such times as 

may be prescribed.  Under this 

authority, information on 

persons with cancer is required 

to be reported to the Department 

or its designated agent.” – 

“Researchers,” Georgia Center 

for Cancer Statistics, accessed 

1. INTRODUCTION  
  

The Georgia 

Comprehensive Cancer 

Registry (GCCR) is a 

population-based cancer 

registry that includes all 

cancer cases diagnosed in 

Georgia residents since 

January 1, 1995.  The 

GCCR serves the entire 

state of Georgia, which 

includes a population of 

approximately 8.9 million 

people.    

  

The purpose of the GCCR 

is to collect, analyze, 

utilize and disseminate 

cancer incidence 

information. Such 

information helps state 

agencies, health care 

providers and Georgia 

NO 
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NOTE: 

G.A.C 290-

5-10-.04 

(was 

repealed 

and 

readopted 

as 511-5-

10-.04, 

which does 

not discuss 

the cancer 

registry) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

290-5-3-.01 Definitions. 

Amended. 

… (a) “notifiable Disease” means 

any illness, condition, or disability 

declared to be notifiable by the 

Department of Human Resources 

in a published “official” list. … 

 

290-5-3.02 Provisions. Amended. 

…(3) The Department shall 

determine which diseases and 

conditions are notifiable and shall 

provide an official list of said 

diseases and conditions to the 

county Boards of Health. Each 

county health department shall be 

responsible for supplying reporting 

forms, which contain the official 

list, to the designated reporters…  

(4) The Department may employ 

sampling techniques to contain by 

special request information 

regarding the occurrence of certain 

noninfectious diseases of public 

health significance, e.g. 

alcohol/drug abuse, birth defects, 

cancer, heart attack, stroke, 

injuries, poisonings and 

occupational diseases. … 

 

August 16, 2012, 

http://www.sph.emory.edu/GCC

S/cms/research/index.html 

citizens to monitor cancer 

incidence trends; plan and 

implement cancer control 

and prevention activities; 

develop public and 

professional education 

programs; and stimulate 

scientific cancer research.   

  

Legal authority of the 

Georgia Department of 

Human Resources (DHR) 

to collect health  

information established 

the GCCR.  The Official 

Code of Georgia 

(O.G.C.A.) Chapter 12  § 

31-12-1 empowers the 

DHR to “… conduct 

studies, research and 

training appropriate to the 

prevention of 

diseases….”  O.C.G.A. § 

31-12-2 allows the DHR 

to require certain diseases 

and injuries to be reported 

in a manner and at such 

times as may be 

prescribed.  (A copy of  

the official codes can be 
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NOTE: 
Language 

from 31-

15-2 was 

collected in 

2008, 

revised in 

December 

2011. In 

August 

2012, no 

access 

could be 

secured 

through 

LexisNexis

, and other 

documents 

discuss 

authority 

through 31-

12-2. 

290-5-10-.04 Medical Records 

and Cancer Registry.  Medical 

records shall be maintained on all 

patients. The hospital shall have a 

cancer registry, which includes a 

tumor registrar who should make 

annual reports to the hospital staff 

and upon request, to the Cancer 

State Aid Program. These reports 

are necessary in order to evaluate 

the nature and extent of the cancer 

problem, to record the types of 

treatment, and to evaluate the 

effectiveness of treatment through 

periodic follow-up.  

 

Found August 2012: “Repealed: 

New Rule entitled "Medical 

Records and Cancer Registry" 

adopted. F. Oct. 20, 1995; eff. Jan. 

1, 1996, as specified by the 

Agency. Repealed and 

Readopted as 511-5-10-.04: F. 

Apr. 11, 2012;  

eff. May 1, 2012. 

(http://rules.sos.state.ga.us/docs/29

0/5/10/04.pdf) 

 

 

referenced in Section 7 of 

this manual).    

  

“All health care providers 

in the state of Georgia are 

required to report specific 

information on cancer in 

their patient population to 

the Georgia 

Comprehensive Cancer 

Registry. This includes all 

facilities providing 

diagnostic evaluations 

and/or treatment for 

cancer patients, such as: 

hospitals, outpatient 

surgical facilities, 

laboratories, radiation 

therapy and  medical  

oncology facilities, and 

physician’s offices. In 

addition, reporting 

agreements are 

maintained with 

neighboring states so that 

Georgia residents who are 

diagnosed or treated in 

facilities out of state can 

be identified.  
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“The code also addresses 

the confidentiality of 

information requested by 

DHR, and releases from 

civil liability providers 

reporting this information 

(§ 31-12-2 (a)).  This 

section states, “…all such 

reports shall be deemed 

confidential and shall not 

be open to inspection by 

the public.” 

 

- The Georgia 

Comprehensive Cancer 

Registry Policy and 

Procedure Manual for 

Reporting Facilities, 

Georgia Revision of 

Public Health, Revised 

March 2006, accessed 

August 16, 2012, 

http://health.state.ga.us/pd

fs/chronic/cancer/Policya

ndProcedureManual.pdf 

 

 

 


