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December 27, 2018 
 
 

Was the Timing of the ACA Ruling Planned? 
 
 
Why did Judge Reed O’Connor rule on the Affordable Care Act when he did? 
Two weeks ago, the federal District Court judge in Texas ruled the entire law 
unconstitutional. It was a Friday evening. It was basically 10 days before 
Christmas. It was after the election and after Congress went home for the 
holidays. It was the start of a weekend that for many people was focused on 
Christmas shopping. Many were already out for the evening by the time the ruling 
came down and was announced by the press.  
 
When the government wants to hide something, they issue it late on Fridays. 
Was the judge hoping to diminish the backlash of the Left by burying it in the 
season’s festivities? Perhaps, but we’ll never know. And if that was the plan, it 
didn’t work. 
 
The Ruling:  
Texas vs. United States: https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/5629711-
Texas-v-US-Partial-Summary-Judgment.html 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


