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Minnesota 

Vaccination Surveillance System 

State Statute/ 

Rule 
Language Specific to 

Surveillance System 
Exemption Data Sharing Consent 

Required? 
Dissent 

Allowed? 

MN NO 
STATUTE 
OR RULE 
FOUND 
 
 
 

Notable History: The 
Minnesota Department of Health 
proposed 1997 legislation to 
establish a state immunization 
registry. After the legislature 
amended parent consent to the 
language, the proposal was 
deleted. No law allows the 

system. In 2001, MN Dept. of 
Human Services published a 
Request for Proposals to 
establish the Minnesota 
Immunization Information 
Connection: “DHS…in 
partnership with …MDH is 
seeking proposals from vendors 
who are interested in identifying 
requirement, providing analysis, 
making recommendations and 
outlining a strategic plan for the 
acquisition or development of a 
statewide immunization registry 
information system.                

“In Minnesota on 
the Parent Notice 
regarding checking 
the accuracy of the 
child’s official 
birth record there 
is a statement that 
information from 
the child’s birth 
record may be 
provided to the 
immunization 
registry. If 
participation is not 
wanted, a number 
at the Minnesota 
Department of 
Health is given to 
call. An individual 
may decide at any 
time to not 
participate in 
MIIC…            

“All Minnesota birth 
certificates are entered 
into the MIIC registry.” – 
“Carver County active in 

MIIC immunization 

registry,” press release, 

July 25, 2008. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO NO – keep 
record 
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The system to be acquired or 
developed will be done through 
a separate RFP; a vendor award 
a contract under this RFP will be 
ineligible to submit proposals for 
any subsequent RFPs issued 
specifically about this project.” – 
Minnesota State Register, April 
30, 2001. 

 

 “Regional Immunization 
Registry Funding Initiative. A 
joint effort from 1999 to 2001 
between the [BCBSM] 
foundation and the Minnesota 
Department of Health led to the 
development of a statewide 
network of seven regional 
immunization registries to track 
individual immunization records 
from across the state. … 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The record is 
locked and not 
deleted because 
that is the only 
way to fully ensure 
users do not 
subsequently 
enroll the 
individual.” – 

Parent and Adult 

Notification, MN 

Dept of Health, 

June 2006. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                           

“Minnesota 

Immunization 

Information 

Connection… 
Departmental leadership 
has supported MIIC by 
reducing barriers to 
information exchange. 
Many Minnesotans 
receive healthcare in 
Wisconsin, but the 
Minnesota legal 
environment did not 
facilitate the exchange of 
immunization data 
between the states.  
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This $318,000 public/private 
funding partnership played a 
major role in establishing a 
statewide system to hep [sic] 
protect children from vaccine-
preventable disease.” – Our 

Second Decade: Grantmaking 

Priorities Established, Blue 

Cross and Blue Shield 

Foundation of Minnesota, 

http://www.bcbsmnfoundation.or

g/pages-programs-program-

Our_Second_Decade_Grantmak

ing_Priorities_Established?oid=

7524  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do I need to sign 

up for MIIC? To 
be part of MIIC in 
your area, you do 
not need to do 
anything. Chances 
are your clinic is 
already 
participating in 
MIIC. However, 
MIIC does not yet 
exist in every part 
of Minnesota. -  

Got Your Shots? 

Parent’s Guide to 

Immunization 

Records, MDH, 

http://www.health.

state.mn.us/divs/id

epc/immunize/regi

stry/parentsguide.

html 

 

 

 

 

In 2006, the Minnesota 

Commissioner of Health 

signed an executive 

order that allowed the 

department to exchange 

data with the Wisconsin 

Department of Health. 
This data now arrives on 
a weekly basis and 
supports a more complete 
registry. – Minnesota: A 

Prescription for Better 

Health Care and 

Population Health, 
Minnesota e-Health,  

http://www.astho.org/pub

s/ASTHO-Minnesota-

2.pdf [emphasis added] 
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“To help prevent over-
immunization and missed 
opportunities, providers are 
encouraged to enroll in the 
Minnesota Immunization 
Information Connection (MIIC) 
web-based application, which 
allows immunization providers 
to enter and view all 
immunizations given to their 
patients.” - “Provider’s Quick 

Reference on Minnesota’s 

Immunization Laws, MDH, 

12/08, 
http://www.health.state.mn.us/di

vs/idepc/immunize/laws/qreflaws

.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opt out. An 
individual may 
decide at any time 
to not participate 
in MIIC. Anyone 
who initially 
decides to opt out 
may elect at a later 
time to 
participate. No one 
will be penalized 
for choosing to not 
participate in the 
immunization 
registry. For ease, 
an individual who 
chooses to opt out 
of MIIC may do so 
either verbally or 
in writing to the 
MIIC regional 
contact. An 
individual’s first, 
middle, and last 
name, date of 
birth, and county 
of residence are 
needed. It is also 
helpful to have a 

“…registry activity is not 
governed by HIPAA. 
Covered Entities may 
disclose protected health 
information to registries 
without having to 
provide the opportunity 
for individuals to agree 
or object. Registries in 
turn, because they are not 
governed by HIPAA, can 
re-disclose immunization 
information based on 
their state laws.” - 

Disclosure to Public 

Health Under the 

HIPAA Privacy Rule, 

MN Dept. of Health, 

6/06. 
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“Minnesota Immunization 

Information Connection…For 
the past six years, the Minnesota 
Immunization Information 
Connection has been a central 
data repository for immunization 
histories and tool that provides 
patient-specific vaccination 
recommendations to healthcare 
providers…MIIC is a point of 
linkage with other systems. Staff 
is currently working with three 
large health systems in 
Minnesota to be able to 
exchange data from their 
electronic medical record 
systems via a real-time HL& 
interface. MIIC also helps link 
state and local public health in 
Minnesota.” – Minnesota: A 

Prescription for Better Health 

Care and Population Health, 
Minnesota e-Health,  

http://www.astho.org/pubs/ASTH

O-Minnesota-2.pdf 

 

 

phone number, if 
in writing, in case 
there are any 
questions when 
verifying the 
individual 
record. The record 
is locked and not 
deleted because 
that is the only 
way to fully ensure 
users do not 
subsequently 
enroll the 
individual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can schools disclose 

immunization data to 

others? For years, 
schools freely shared 
immunization data with 
clinics and public health 
in order to ensure 
children were up to date 
with their shots. Recent 
increased attention on the 
federal Family 
Educational Rights and 
Privacy Act (FERPA) 
has highlighted how this 
long-standing practice is 
not allowable. FERPA 

basically states that 

information on 

individual students 

cannot be released 

without parental 

consent. 
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“The Minnesota Immunization 
Information Connection (MIIC) 
is a program among health care 
providers, parents, public health 
agencies, and schools aimed at 
preventing disease through 
immunization. MIIC uses a 
confidential, computerized 
information system, also known 
as an immunization registry, 
which contains a complete and 
accurate record of a person's 
immunizations, no matter where 
they got those shots - Minnesota 

Immunization Information 

Connection (MIIC), MDH, 
http://www.health.state.mn.us/di

vs/idepc/immunize/registry/index

.html 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the opt out, 
there is no 
subsequent 
disclosure of the 
demographic and 
immunization 
information to any 
other authorized 
users querying for 
that record. – 

Parent and Adult 

Notification, 

MDH, 6/06, 

http://www.health.

state.mn.us/divs/id

epc/immunize/regi

stry/notification.ht

ml 

 

This is obviously a major 
obstacle to sharing 
immunization data as 
allowed by Minnesota 
Immunization Data 
Sharing Law (M.S. 
§144.3351). 
Unfortunately, federal 
law overrides a less 
restrictive state law. 

 

Complying with 

FERPA 

Complying with FERPA 
means schools cannot 
enter any immunization 
data in MIIC, the 
statewide immunization 
registry program, since 
that data would be 
available to other 
authorized users, such as 
health care providers and 
public health. So how 
can you use MIIC? At 
this point to: 
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144.3351 IMMUNIZATION 

DATA. 
Providers as defined in section 
144.291, subdivision 2, group 
purchasers as defined in section 
62J.03, subdivision 6, 
elementary or secondary schools 
or child care facilities as defined 
in section 121A.15, subdivision 
9, public or private 
postsecondary educational 
institutions as defined in section 
135A.14, subdivision 1, 
paragraph (b), a board of health 
as defined in section 145A.02, 
subdivision 2 , community 
action agencies as defined in 
section 256E.31, subdivision 1, 
and the commissioner of health 
may exchange immunization 
data with one another, without 
the patient's consent, if the 
person requesting access 
provides services on behalf of 
the patient. For purposes of this 
section immunization data 
includes: 
 
 

• look up the 
immunization 
histories of students 
and preschoolers; 

• assign students to a 
list that corresponds 
to their school 
building and grade. 
This will make it 
much easier to 
follow them from 
year to year. You can 
edit these lists at any 
time (for instance, to 
add or delete transfer 
students); and 

• create a variety of 
reports, including 
complete student 
immunization 
histories and a report 
on students with 
immunizations due. 
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(1) patient's name, address, date 
of birth, gender, parent or 
guardian's name; and 
(2) date vaccine was received, 
vaccine type, lot number, and 
manufacturer of all 
immunizations received by the 
patient, and whether there is a 
contraindication or an adverse 
reaction indication. 
This section applies to all 
immunization data, regardless of 
when the immunization 
occurred. 

There is a way for you to 
use MIIC more fully, 
including entering 
student immunization 
data or submitting 
electronic batch data 
from your information 
system. That is to get 

parental consent, such 

as during enrollment 

open houses. Sample 

consent language is 

enclosed for your 

convenience, 

representing lengthy to 

fairly simple versions. 

[emphasis added] 

 

 


