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Washington 

Vaccination Surveillance System 

State Statute/Rule Language Specific to 

Surveillance System 
Exemption Data Sharing Consent 

Required? 
Dissent 

Allowed? 
WA NO 

SPECIFIC 

LAW or 

RULE 

FOUND 

 

RCW 70.02 

Washington’s 

health care 

information 

access and 

disclosure act  

 

RCW 70.02.050 Disclosure 

without patient’s authorization. 
(1) A health care provider or 

health care facility may disclose 

health care information about a 

patient without the patient's 

authorization to the extent a 

recipient needs to know the 

information, if the disclosure is:      

(a) To a person who the 

provider or facility reasonably 

believes is providing health 

care to the patient;      

 

 

 

 

FROM Washington 

State Dept of Health, 

FAQs for Providers: 

 

What If One of My 

Patients Wants To 

Opt Out of the 

Immunization 

Registry?  

Child Profile’s 

Operations Guidance 

on Confidentiality 

states that each parent 

or patient has the 

right not to participate 

in the Immunization 

Registry or get health 

promotion mailings. 

 

 

“Providers, 

health plans, 

and other 

covered 

entities may 

disclose 

protected 

health 

information to 

CHILD 

Profile 

without 

patient 

authorization 

since the 

disclosure is 

allowed as a 

public health 

activity 

related to 

controlling or 

preventing 

disease. 

NO YES 
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(b) To any other person who 

requires health care 

information for health care 

education, or to provide 

planning, quality assurance, 

peer review, or administrative, 

legal, financial, actuarial 

services to, or other health care 

operations for or on behalf of 

the health care provider or 

health care facility; or for 

assisting the health care 

provider or health care facility 

in the delivery of health care 

and the health care provider or 

health care facility reasonably 

believes that the person:          

(i) Will not use or disclose the 

health care information for any 

other purpose; and                    

(ii) Will take appropriate steps 

to protect the health care 

information;      

 

 

 

If a parent or patient 

wants to opt out, 

please share the 

Welcome to Child 

Profile brochure with 

them and explain the 

benefits of their 

participation in Child 

Profile. If they still 

want to opt out, they 

may call the parent 

line at 1-800-322-

2588. Or you may 

print out the opt-out 

letter and form 

(PDF) for them to 

complete. (accessed 

8/18/12) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Although the 

HIPAA 

privacy rule 

doesn’t 

directly apply 

to CHILD 

Profile, DOH 

intends to 

comply with 

the spirit of 

the rule. 
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(c) To any other health care 

provider or health care facility 

reasonably believed to have 

previously provided health care 

to the patient, to the extent 

necessary to provide health 

care to the patient, unless the 

patient has instructed the health 

care provider or health care 

facility in writing not to make 

the disclosure;      

(d) To any person if the health 

care provider or health care 

facility reasonably believes that 

disclosure will avoid or 

minimize an imminent danger 

to the health or safety of the 

patient or any other individual, 

however there is no obligation 

under this chapter on the part 

of the provider or facility to so 

disclose;      

 

 

Child Profile 

Operations Guidance 

on Confidentiality 

 

Each parent has the 

right not to participate 

in the Child Profile 

Immunization Registry 

or get Child Profile 

Health Promotion 

mailings. Participation 

in the Immunization 

Registry means a 

child's name and 

demographic and 

immunization 

information is recorded 

in the Immunization 

Registry through 

electronic birth 

certificate linkage and 

provider input 

authorized by formal 

written agreement. A 

parent may choose not 

to participate by 

contacting the 

immunization provider 

and requesting that 

immunization 

In 

accordance 

with RCW 

70.02, 

Washington’s 

Health Care 

Information 

Access and 

Disclosure 

Act, 

individually 

identified 

data will only 

be disclosed 

for the 

purpose of 

facilitating 

health care or 

conducting 

public health 

activities to 

prevent or 

control 

disease.  
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(e) To immediate family 

members of the patient, 

including a patient's state 

registered domestic partner, or 

any other individual with 

whom the patient is known to 

have a close personal 

relationship, if made in 

accordance with good medical 

or other professional practice, 

unless the patient has 

instructed the health care 

provider or health care facility 

in writing not to make the 

disclosure;      

(f) To a health care provider or 

health care facility who is the 

successor in interest to the 

health care provider or health 

care facility maintaining the 

health care information;      

(g) For use in a research 

project that an institutional 

review board has 

determined:      

information be deleted, 

or by contacting the 

Child Profile Help 

Desk directly. A parent 

may choose to have 

some portion or all of 

their child's 

demographic and 

immunization 

information deleted 

from the Immunization 

Registry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Only 

participating 

healthcare 

providers can 

view records 

in the 

Immunization 

Registry. 

Your 

participation 

in the 

Registry is 

HIPAA 

compliant.” – 

CHILD 

Profile, 

Frequently 

Asked 

Questions. 

http://www.ch

ildprofile.org/

Providers/faqs

.html - 

accessed 

12/18/08. 
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(i) Is of sufficient importance 

to outweigh the intrusion into 

the privacy of the patient that 

would result from the 

disclosure;      

(ii) Is impracticable without the 

use or disclosure of the health 

care information in 

individually identifiable form; 

(iii) Contains reasonable 

safeguards to protect the 

information from redisclosure; 

(iv) Contains reasonable 

safeguards to protect against 

identifying, directly or 

indirectly, any patient in any 

report of the research project; 

and     

 

 

 

Participation in the 

Child Profile Health 

Promotion mailings 

means that parents of 

kids born and residing 

in Washington State 

will automatically get a 

series of 17 age-

specific mailings, up to 

and including age six. 

The mailings focus on 

health, development, 

safety, well-child visits, 

and immunizations. A 

parent may choose not 

to participate and not to 

get the mailings by 

contacting 

WithinReach at 1-800-

322-2588. – 

http://www.doh.wa.gov

/YouandYourFamily/I

mmunization/ChildProf

ile/ForProviders/Provid

erFAQ.aspx#user - 

accessed 8/18/12 

 

“CHILD 

Profile – 

Information 

Sharing:  The 

CHILD 

Profile 

Immunization 

Registry is a 

public health 

program 

administered 

by 

Washington 

State’s public 

health agency, 

the 

Department of 

Health 

(DOH).  The 

activities 

conducted by 

the CHILD 

Profile 

program are 

not covered 

functions 

under HIPAA 

and, as a 

result, the 

HIPAA 



CCHF REPORT 2013: Patient Privacy and Public Trust 

How Health Surveillance Systems Are Undermining Both 

 

 

Copyright © Citizens’ Council for Health Freedom August 2013      6 
Updated August 2012. All state statutes and department rules originally accessed online July/Aug 2008.  

Statute/Rule data not inclusive. For comprehensive or updated language, access  

complete statute and rules online, at local library or through the state legislature.            www.cchfreedom.org 
 

 

(v) Contains procedures to 

remove or destroy at the 

earliest opportunity, consistent 

with the purposes of the 

project, information that would 

enable the patient to be 

identified, unless an 

institutional review board 

authorizes retention of 

identifying information for 

purposes of another research 

project;     

(h) To a person who obtains 

information for purposes of an 

audit, if that person agrees in 

writing to: 

(i) Remove or destroy, at the 

earliest opportunity consistent 

with the purpose of the audit, 

information that would enable 

the patient to be identified; and 

 

 

privacy rules 

don’t directly 

apply to 

CHILD 

Profile.  

 

However, 

DOH intends 

to comply 

with the spirit 

of the Rule 

with regard to 

subsequent 

disclosure of 

protected 

health 

information 

contained in 

the 

Immunization 

Registry.   
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(ii) Not to disclose the 

information further, except to 

accomplish the audit or report 

unlawful or improper conduct 

involving fraud in payment for 

health care by a health care 

provider or patient, or other 

unlawful conduct by the health 

care provider;     

(i) To an official of a penal or 

other custodial institution in 

which the patient is 

detained;     

(j) To provide directory 

information, unless the patient 

has instructed the health care 

provider or health care facility 

not to make the disclosure;      

 

 

 

 

Individually 

identified data 

will only be 

disclosed for 

the purpose of 

facilitating 

health care or 

conducting 

public health 

activities to 

prevent or 

control 

disease, in 

accordance 

with RCW 

70.02, 

Washington’s 

Health Care 

Information 

Access and 

Disclosure 

Act.  DOH 

has developed 

a CHILD 

Profile 

Information 

Sharing 

Policy that 

provides 

guidelines 
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(k) To fire, police, sheriff, or 

another public authority, that 

brought, or caused to be brought, 

the patient to the health care 

facility or health care provider if 

the disclosure is limited to the 

patient's name, residence, sex, age, 

occupation, condition, diagnosis, 

estimated or actual discharge date, 

or extent and location of injuries 

as determined by a physician, and 

whether the patient was conscious 

when admitted;     

 (l) To federal, state, or local 

law enforcement authorities 

and the health care provider, 

health care facility, or third-

party payer believes in good 

faith that the health care 

information disclosed 

constitutes evidence of 

criminal conduct that occurred 

on the premises of the health 

care provider, health care 

facility, or third-party payer; 

 

      

relative to 

information 

disclosure. 

This Policy is 

incorporated 

into CHILD 

Profile’s  

Information 

Sharing 

Agreement. 

The 

Agreement 

defines the 

appropriate 

use of 

information in 

the Registry, 

and further 

delineates 

privacy, 

confidentiality

, and security 

rules for use 

of  

the Registry.”  
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(m) To another health care 

provider, health care facility, or 

third-party payer for the health 

care operations of the health 

care provider, health care 

facility, or third-party payer 

that receives the information, if 

each entity has or had a 

relationship with the patient 

who is the subject of the health 

care information being 

requested, the health care 

information pertains to such 

relationship, and the disclosure 

is for the purposes described in 

RCW 70.02.010(8) (a) and (b); 

or     

(n) For payment.     

(2) A health care provider shall 

disclose health care information 

about a patient without the 

patient's authorization if the 

disclosure is: 

 

 

http://www.dh

.wa.gov/Portal

s/1/Document

s/Pubs/920-

950-

HeadStartInfo

rmationSharin

gAgreement.p

df (accessed 

8/18/12) 
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(a) To federal, state, or local 

public health authorities, to the 

extent the health care provider 

is required by law to report 

health care information; when 

needed to determine 

compliance with state or 

federal licensure, certification 

or registration rules or laws; or 

when needed to protect the 

public health;      

(b) To federal, state, or local 

law enforcement authorities to 

the extent the health care 

provider is required by law;      
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(c) To federal, state, or local law 

enforcement authorities, upon 

receipt of a written or oral request 

made to a nursing supervisor, 

administrator, or designated 

privacy official, in a case in which 

the patient is being treated or has 

been treated for a bullet wound, 

gunshot wound, powder burn, or 

other injury arising from or caused 

by the discharge of a firearm, or an 

injury caused by a knife, an ice 

pick, or any other sharp or pointed 

instrument which federal, state, or 

local law enforcement authorities 

reasonably believe to have been 

intentionally inflicted upon a 

person, or a blunt force injury that 

federal, state, or local law 

enforcement authorities reasonably 

believe resulted from a criminal 

act, the following information, if 

known: (i) The name of the 

patient; (ii) The patient's 

residence; (iii) The patient's sex;     

(iv) The patient's age; (v) The 

patient's condition; (vi) The 

patient's diagnosis, or extent and 

location of injuries as determined 

by a health care provider;          
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(vii) Whether the patient was 

conscious when admitted;  (viii) 

The name of the health care 

provider making the determination 

in (c)(v), (vi), and (vii) of this 

subsection;  (ix) Whether the 

patient has been transferred to 

another facility; and (x) The 

patient's discharge time and 

date;      

(d) To county coroners and 

medical examiners for the 

investigations of deaths;      

(e) Pursuant to compulsory 

process in accordance with 

RCW 70.02.060.      

(3) All state or local agencies 

obtaining patient health care 

information pursuant to this 

section shall adopt rules 

establishing their record 

acquisition, retention, and security 

policies that are consistent with 

this chapter. 
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FROM: 
“The [CHILD Profile 

Immunization Registry] is a 

secure, shared web-based 

computer system in Washington 

State that helps helath care 

providers keep track of the 

immunizations children in their 

practice receive. The record 

remains available when families 

move or change providers. Patient 

information from the public 

portion of the state birth certificate 

is automatically entered in the 

database…Health care providers 

then add to the Registry as the 

child is immunized…CHILD 

Profile has 280 partner health 

organizations that participate and 

exchange data with the Registry. 

This includes most of 

Washington’s major health plans, 

the state Medicaid program, local 

public health agencies, community 

and migrant health centers, and a 

growing number of private health 

care providers…For medical 

organizations with existing 

electronic systems we can also set 

up a data exchange process that 
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sends batch data directly to 

CHILD Profile from your 

Electronic Medical Record, or 

from your practice management or 

billing system… 

 

 


