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March 19, 2024 

 
Don’t Leave Your Loved Ones Alone 

   
Today’s hospitals and health care institutions too often endanger patients.  
  
For example, in September, Former Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson 
had back surgery, was later moved to a rehab facility, where she was left to lie in 
her own feces for about an hour while she repeatedly asked for help that did not 
come. The surgical site became infected, more surgery was done to treat the 
infection, she was then placed in hospice, and tragically died from the infection in 
December. 
  
Covid taught us the dangers of unattended patients and the value of protective 
families. Staffing shortages worsened with the Covid shot mandate, leaving more 
patients vulnerable. Family members should stay with loved ones or devise a 
plan to be their advocate any hour of the day. 
  
“Eddie Bernice Johnson’s family says medical neglect led to former 
congresswoman’s death,” Karen Brooks Harper, The Texas Tribune, January 
4, 2024: bit.ly/48y8buy 
  
“President Biden, Congressional Black Caucus bid farewell to the late 
Eddie Bernice Johnson,” Jason Whitely, WFAA-TV, The Texas Tribune, 
January 9, 2024: bit.ly/3u2L24e 
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