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December 11, 2025 

 

TSA Totalitarianism on Display 

On November 20th, the TSA announced a “modernized alternative 
identity verification system” and an $18 “fine” if you come without a 
REAL ID or acceptable ID to the airport. They call it a fee, but it’s really a 
fine. 
 
Ten days later, the TSA issued a press release calling the new 
verification system TSA Confirm.ID. And the “fine” was increased to $45 
for a 10-day travel period. Perhaps $18 was not enough to get 
Americans to submit.  
 
I am calling on you to refuse the REAL ID, a soon-to-be-digitized Federal 
ID and tracking system. If you fly, get a passport and passport card. 
Look ahead, look overseas, look to China’s social credit system, and 
realize the future of REAL ID.  
 
“TSA introduces new $45 fee option for travelers without REAL ID 
starting February 1,” Transportation Safety Administration, December 
1, 2025: 
https://www.tsa.gov/news/press/releases/2025/12/01/tsa-introduces-
new-45-fee-option-for-travelers-without-real-id 
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