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Can Law Force Catholic Priests to Break Seal of Confession? 
 
Democrat bills in Montana and Washington seek to force priests to break 
the seal of confession in suspected cases of child abuse or neglect. But 
a priest who breaks the seal today is excommunicated. This won’t stop 
with child abuse. It would be just the beginning. The bill includes jail time 
for non-compliant priests, ordained ministers, rabbi, imam and others. 
 
Like the church, the doctor’s office used to be a sanctuary where 
confidentiality was protected even for criminals. But today, data from our 
medical records is broadly shared under government mandates. Find a 
doctor who will protect your privacy at JointheWedge.com. Go to 
Jointhewedge.com to find a doctor who works for you and protects your 
privacy. 
 
“Washington State Bill Would Force Catholic Priests to Violate 
Church Law,” Jaryn Crouson, Daily Caller, February 5, 2025: 
https://dailycaller.com/2025/02/05/washington-bill-would-force-catholic-
priests-violate-church-law/ 
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